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I’m very graceful to have this life,
To the moon and back without a strife...

I’m am the daughter of God,
I’m am perfectly imperfect and flawed...

God has a plan for you me and her,
But sometimes life turns into a blur...

When the time comes and you cannot find a light,
I am here to hold you tightly throughout the night...

I’m here and forever will stay,
I’ll hold your hand and together we will pray...

Don’t give up; your not alone,
I’m just a call away on the phone...

The day before you,
Was all shallow and blue...

But you came and allowed me to see,
Everything I’m meant to be...

Because grace wins every time

“Gratefully Flawed”
By: Meagan Trahan

 When I was younger, I had a distant 
relationship between myself and almost all of
 my family members, including my parents. I’m
 unlike my relatives; I was born in the United 
States, not China. I did not grow up being 
fluent in Mandarin. When I was five years old,
 I focused so much on learning English that I 
forgot how to speak Mandarin. Unlike my sister, I used to feel so de-
tached from my parents and relatives, since she’s fluent in both lan-
guages. I knew what everyone was saying, but I felt way too embar-
rassed to even try to speak in the same language as them. 
 But when I started taking the Mandarin I course at the Acad-
emy, my parents noticed a major change. I started to speak more 
comfortably in Chinese at home. My mother and father were surprised 
at how much I actually knew and how fast I was learning. Now, it’s my 
junior year, and every time I tell my parents about what I learned in 
my Mandarin 4 class, they just stare in shock at my ability of speaking 
in the same language as them. 
 Multiple people have asked me why I’m taking Mandarin 
when I already can understand a bit of the language. “You have an 
advantage compared to everyone else. Why are you even taking the 
class? It’s not fair at all.” Just because I can understand a bit of the 
language, it does not mean that the classes are much easier for me. 
In fact, I learn just as much as my classmates; I also struggle as much 
as them. No matter the level of Mandarin you are in, there is always 
something new to learn: New characters, pinyin, and definitions. 
Though the language can be fairly simple at times, it is nothing to un-
derestimate, which is something that I did. I walked into my Mandarin 
I course freshman year thinking, “How easy is this class going to be?” 
It was honestly a little bit tricky since I have a bad ability to memorize 
characters and words.
The improvement since four years ago is extreme because of the 
courses I have taken. International students who stayed at my house 
three years ago who have graduated from the Academy have said 
to me multiple times, “I remember when you would refuse to speak in 
Mandarin when I lived at your house.” But now, I can feel my improve-
ment each semester of Mandarin as I learn new sentence structures 
and vocabulary. Without the Mandarin teachers and the courses at 
the Academy, I would still be an outsider in my family and not commu-
nicate as well as I can now. 
 Without going through all the ups and downs during the 
experience, I would not be the person I am today. I would still be that 
lost girl I once was, trying to escape from the language barrier. Tak-
ing Mandarin I-III so far has been something I’m grateful for because 
it helped me not only learn something beneficial when I have a job, 
but it also helped me grow as a person and overcome the language 
barrier I was once unable to cross over. 

Language Barrier
By: Julie He
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 The Student Council always puts on a wonderful Trick-or-Treat Street. This year they amazed us 
all with their pirate themed room. The creativity put into all of the rooms was magnificent. Some overall 
favorites were class of 2019 with their camping room, Spanish National Honor Society with a Dora 
themed room, and Tri-M with a Disney theme. All the children seemed to have a blast, leaving with huge 
grins on their faces and a bag full of goodies. It was a really nice way to give back to the community 
and bring the younger generations on campus in total WA style. 

Trick-or-Treat Street

 If you’re looking for a great book to read, you should consider An Elephant in the
Garden, by Michael Morpurgo. This book is based on a true story of a German family trying to
survive World War II as told by Elizabeth, the oldest child, who is looking back on her
experiences during that terrible time. Elizabeth tells her story to a nursing home nurse and her
child, Karl. Karl was also the name of Elizabeth’s younger brother, and this connection causes
her to tell her story. Elizabeth was part of a non-Jewish family living in Dresden, Germany. Her
mother worked for the zoo in Dresden and her father fought for the German army, even though
he did not believe in the persecution of Jews. One day, Elizabeth’s mother, Mutti, learns that if
the enemy army were to bomb Dresden, which was likely, all of the animals would have to be
killed. Mutti decides she has to save one elephant in particular from this fate. When the bombers
do arrive in Dresden, Elizabeth, Mutti, and little Karl are forced to flee their beloved city. This
they must do with the elephant as company…without attracting attention. Read the book to
discover what happens!

 We hope that everyone enjoyed the video featured on the cover. Here 
are some of the new emoji. If you haven’t updated your iPad or other Apple 
products to 9.1.0, then you should do so. There are so many cool new updates, 
along with the new emojis. Between closing apps, double screening, and a four 
finger swipe to get to previous app, what’s not to love? 
 Dominos has really stepped up their game recently, and developed 
an Emoji Literacy project. Their project includes now being able to send in an 
emoji to order pizza.
 Dominos pizza public relations personnel have set a new level for all 
competitors.

Emoji in iOS 9

Book Review
Sophie Archambault
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 My article this week is about the Monarch but-
terfly. The Monarch butterfly is magnificent in the orange 
and black wings. The Monarch butterfly travels South for 
the winter. They travel 50 miles each  day. The trip South 
can last two months. The Monarch butterfly finds a unique 
tree called O Yamel in the mountains. The government 
protects the butterfly tree. The monarch is lovely in its col-
ors. They are protected by the government and they come 
back in the spring. 

The Monarch Butterfly
By Adam Jordan

 Woodstock Academy’s Music Department members within the 
past few years have started student run ensembles and I (Noah Brisson) 
have always dreamt of having a Saxophone Quartet. So I talked to Mrs. 
Churchill and Mr. Jackson, and soon after I was on a saxophone hunt. 
Soon after the ensemble was unified we named ourselves Saxparilla. This 
year’s quartet is special because Mr. Jackson held auditions, and the four 
that got into this year’s ensemble this year are the top four saxophonists in 
the Music Department and we are already have a lot of repertoire!
The founding principal I put in place when I first started the ensemble is 
“Saxparilla is to bring music of all kinds to the community and to be able 
to bring a new musical experience to everyone.”
 We meet every Friday from 2:30 – 4:30 in the Auditorium or 
in the Band Room and work intensely on our music without breaks. We 
work on lots of Classical Music but we also have fun and play Ragtime, A 
Capella, Jazz and more! 
 We have performed at the Woodstock Fair, Italian Honor Society 
Dinner, Fresh Dinner, Ms. Stedman’s Memorial, and more! We are plan-
ning on going down to events in downtown Putnam. We are also con-
stantly looking for gigs, so if any organization needs music we are happy 
to play. 
 We are also headed in an amazing direction as a student run 
ensemble and part of Mr. Jackson’s Saxophone Studio, as will be having 
a full recital with collegial level music at some point in April.

 “Ladies First” was created by an alumnus from 
the class of 2014 and had its debut performance at 
the WAMD Pops Concert in June of 2014. The group 
is now run by seniors Nathalie Bessette, Sarah French, 
and Sienna Jessurun. The amount of student interest 
this year was so much that auditions had to be held for 
the first time in the group’s history. Now, all 22 girls 
can be found practicing in the auditorium on Thursday 
mornings before school. Our past and current repertoire 
includes “King of Anything” by Sara Bareilles and “Shut 
Up And Dance” by Walk The Moon. All music is ar-
ranged by Nathalie Bessette. The leaders of this group 
look forward to expanding our repertoire, adding more 
rehearsal time, and exploring more performance oppor-
tunities!

Ladies First
Nathalie Bessette

Saxparilla
Noah Brisson

Left to Right:
Baritone Saxophone – Senior Noah Gould
Tenor Saxophone – Junior Jon Mustis
Alto Saxophone II – Junior Ian Sauco
Alto/Soprano Saxophone I – Senior Noah Brisson – Principal/Student Leader/Founder
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Bracken Memorial Library

Looking for a great book to read?  Do you need resources for a research paper of 
project?

 Be sure to check out the library for all your reading needs--whether for pleasure or 
for school.  We have all the latest and hottest teen fiction books as well as lots of great 

new adult fiction and non-fiction.  No matter what genre you like 
to read, you can find it in the library.  If there a book you’ve been 
wanting to read, but we don’t have it, just ask!  We will gladly get 

any book you would like to read.  If you prefer to read eBooks, stop 
by the library and ask about Overdrive.  This is a free app that will 
allow you to download free eBooks and audio books to your iPad 

or smartphone.  Remember, reading for pleasure is not only a great 
way to get lost in another world or learn something new, but it is 

also a proven way to increase test scores, decrease stress, and it is even linked to higher 
paying jobs!  Be sure to take advantage of all the free books here at your library!

If you are doing research, don’t forget to start by going to the library webpage!  Just 
click on the “links and resources” tab to get connected to all of the different databases 

that we have access to.  The databases can be accessed at school and at home.  In 
the databases you will find thousands 
of articles (from reference books, ac-
ademic journals, magazines, newspa-
pers, and more).  Best of all, the da-

tabases will generate an APA or MLA 
citation for each article just by clinking 
on the “citation tool” within the article.  
No matter what subject you are look-
ing for, you will be sure to get up-to-

date, reliable information, that is prop-
erly cited!  If you have any questions, please stop by the library and ask Mrs. Sharpe.

Happy reading!!

Did you know?
According to unbelievable-facts.com, here are a few benefits of reading:
• it expands your vocabulary, so you’ll sound like a genius
• it can help boost your analytical thinking skills
• enhances your memory
• can be therapeutic
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WA Throwback Part 3

 In light of the scary incident that took place on October 28th, it is important that we look back and be thank-
ful that everything was alright and that we are all safe. As a family of students, it is important to be thankful for all 
of our teachers as well. They established through their actions on Wednesday that they care about our well-being. 
Thanks to all teachers for their dedication. Now, for the pictures :)

By Robert Johnson

 M.U.N- early 1980’s        I.R. Block C- Today

 Ms. Swift    With awesome hair!                      2005
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The Democratic Backdown.
By Dalton. Hawie
 Throughout much of the 2016 election year, the media focus has typically been on the Republican 
party. With over a dozen presidential candidates, the Republicans have (for better or worse) taken the 
main stage of early morning news broadcasting for weeks. As the year passes on we finally got a good 
look at our democratic candidates on Tuesday, October 13th, when they took to the stage for their first 
debate.
 What we saw from the first democratic debate was a fierce battle between only five candidates, 
which is in starch contrast to the Republican battle royals we saw before between over a dozen people. 
If the change in pace between the debates was refreshing for you then you’re in luck, because the demo-
cratic debates are about to get even calmer. At five candidates the Democratic party already seemed to 
be much more decided and relaxed as compared to their frantic, hot blooded Republican counterparts. 
With so many Republicans who seem to outright refuse to surround their run for nomination, it came as a 
shock that some of the few initially democratic representatives are already backing down from their run for 
nomination.
 On October 13th, five democratic candidates took to the stage, the righteously furious, Bernie 
Sanders; the legacy holder, Hillary Clinton; the totally not a republican, Lincoln Chafee; the arch rival of 
Anderson Cooper, Jim Webb; and the please don’t ask me about the status of Baltimore, Martin O’Malley. 
With already so few candidates it may come as a shock to see that multiple democratic candidates are 
already backing down.
 Both Jim Webb and Lincoln Chafee have both dropped from the race early as their less than 1% 
voter approval rate hung over their heads. Both men dropped from the race early, but not to the delight 
of front runners Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders, who saw little change in the polls after the two men 
dropped from the race. 
 With so few candidates to start off with, it may come as a surprise that the democratic field has 
tightened still. Yet we have a fierce political race for Democrats and Republicans ahead of us so stay tuned 
to The Centaurian for the latest political updates.

25 Days of Christmas Poll
 A tradition I hope that ABC Family continues even with the switch to
 the new name, Freeform. The name change will be official on January 1, 
2016.
  Please use the following QR code to answer the Monkey Survey ques-
tion, “What is your favorite movie being shown during the 25 Days of Christ-
mas?” The survey results will be posted in the next issue.

Don’t have a QR code reader? No problem! Head over to Self Service on 
your iPad and download NeoReader!! 
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Looking Ahead
   Sunday                Monday              Tuesday              Wednesday         Thursday              Friday                 Saturday

11/2
Deviled Eggs 
Day

11/3
No School
Sandwich Day

11/4
Advisory Day

11/5 11/6
Saxophone 
Day

Author Se-
ries Forrest 
Pritchard 7pm

11/7

11/8
Tongue Twister 
Day

11/9
Genocide Se-
ries 6:30pm

11/10
Author Series 
Matthew Dicks 
7pm

11/11 11/12
Origami Day

Blood Drive 
7:30am

11/13
World Kindness 
Day

11/14
Junior Prom 
6pm

11/15 11/16
Fast Food Day

11/17 11/18 11/19 11/20 11/21
World Hello 
Day

11/22
Go For A Ride 
Day

11/23
Deadline for 
Senior pictures 
and Bio

11/24 11/25
No School

11/26
THANKSGIV-
ING

11/27
No School

11/28

**All “Fun Days” on the calendar are from www.timeanddate.com
Please visit the school calendar on the web for other dates of importance!!

Twitter Accounts to Follow:
WA Field Hockey @field_wa
Woodstock Academy @wdstck_academy
Volleyball  @woodstockvball
Cross Country  @WoodstockXC
Football  @Centaur_FB
Student Council @stucoWA
Model UN  @MUNscoop_WA
School Store  @store_wa
Athletic Honor Society @athletichonsoc
Counseling  @wa_counseling

 The Centaurian is student-run group with the help of 
our advisor, Ms. Despres, who doesn’t get enough credit for all 
that she does. This is a newspaper for the students and by the 
students. We are not a crazy commitment. If you want to write 
a paragraph about a movie you just saw, or a topic you are 
interested in, we encourage you to do so. You can submit every 
week, or if you are loaded with homework, you can just skip 
that due date and it’s perfectly fine. We do have meetings every 
Tuesday from 2:30-3:30, so if you already have other meetings 
that day you can just stop in for a quick chat about what you 
think you can write for that upcoming issue. Attendance isn’t 
mandatory with email to centaurian@woodstockadademy.org. 
And lastly, our issues come out biweekly, so writing a paragraph 
in two weeks isn’t too intense. Become a writer today!

The Truth Behind the Centaurian


